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‘Good Guys’ carting
dogs in Schomberg

By Temna Crovre
Werzzy Starr Warez

You won't see this on fhe
Dog Whisperer

In fact, if vou even mention
the Amemican TV dog-trammg
star mn their presence. they may
scoffat you

Also kmown as draft work:
the art of cartmg with your dog
is precisely wiat it sounds like.
It is a dog sport in wiuch a dog
fusually a lwge breed) pulls
a cart. which can be med for
a vansty of parposes such as

Jmtﬁrmmmm

“1fyou have a cartmg dogon
your block, you're really popu-
lar” smd Kay jokingly, ading
thet she promused the hitle boy
on her bllock a ride for s buth-
‘h}mmmmnm
called The Good Guays Cartme
Dogs. wiich wkes a group of
several dogs, md therr cwners,
each year and frome them on
the tenants of carting over the
course of eight wedks The class
takes place at Falston’s home
m Schomberg every Mondsy
gl

Once the dops are tramed.
members of the group akso
trvel mound fo Various events
troushout the ez gn-
mg cluldren ndes to help mse
ng events also help to show that
dogs with responsible owners
can be contnbatng members of
a conymanty

The dogs have been used
m pamdes and birthdry parbes,
the smallsr dops can be nsed for

visitahions at semors homes. or
for practical around the house
pposss, such a5 hefpng. 0
cart garbage dovmn a Jong nual
daveway.

But. it's not st about fim for
the dun.

“It takes work and 1t takes
time.” said Koy referrng to the
students on (both of the cammne
and lnmmen vanety).

Whle mamy dog breeds have
hetonicalty had different fime-
tioms for and have been wsed for
carting- i Bemese for hmling
malk through town or Bouners
a5 the ‘beer dogs’ - Ralston and
Eay are cogmzant of how easy
1t could be to abuse the safety of
the aumals.

Although ey teach e
omrse m oeight weeks, they
make sme the owners don't
have an expectabion that ther
dog will be pulling a cart af the
endofit

“Onr goal is to have the dos
be happy to pull 2 cart whenever
that time should come” sad
Eay

When both Ralston and Kay
strted off trammg ther own
dogs to cart, they were pat of
an all Newfoundland club in the
earty 1980s.

Even back then pinlan-
thropy was part of therr mission.

As part of the club, they
would take ther abnommally
impe dos to camivals and take
Polaroid photes with kads to
belp mise money for charines
However, the two didn't see
wny the ciub needed to be lm-
tied to Newfomdland breeds —
they wanted to open up carting
1o “all spes, chapes and fonns™
of dogs. sand Kay.

“We took 2 lot of static and
still take a lot of static for that”
sud Kay referng o many
owners who don't see a purposs
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for teacling anall dogs to pull
acat

“Any dog can do 1t 2= lone
as the Insman goes about it the
ight way.”

Despite crifiques from ofher
larze dog owners. the two have
proven that it's not st sze that
counts after all

They two have tramed a
vaniety of dogs, mnging i size.
over ther years together The
key, they sud s to teach the
Inmmans how to read ther own
doz and pay atention o their

siEms.

But, teaching dos new
tricks 15 fulfilling for both self-
prociximed animal lovere

“Tt's juet great to see them
succeed ™ sad Ralston. “Tt's 0
e when vou see the amle an
the handlers face when the dog
pulls for the first time and its tal
1S Wagems "~

“T can't imagne not having
tins m rory Infe. " saad Fary

The Good Guys Carting Dags chib in Schomberg holds dog carting kssons for elght weeks
overy spring. Dog carting, also known as drafting, Is a dog sport In which a dog {wsually a
large breed) leams to pull o cart behind them. Carting can be used for a varety of purposes
such as gardening and yard wark, getting supples Into hard to reach places, or giving
children rdes just for fun, among many other things.

From top left: Georglina Cornell gots & kiss from her award-winning three-yearold Bemese
Moantain Dog, Dynks; Judy Withowskl holds on wmumwwm-omnm Russian

l'mlnr Bods: AnnaMarie Chastenson teaches her , Ofe, tolisten to her promp-
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